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NAME: _____________________________________________________________





               Your new life in Christ may go well and then be marred by a problem. If we could 


        understand what was causing the problem , we might be able to discover how to fix it.


        1.    What was the spiritual condition of the disciples of Christ before Pentecost ( the 


               outpouring and infilling of the Holly Spirit )?


                a.    Luke 10: 20_________________________________________________


                        _________________________________________________________ 


                b.    John 17: 14_________________________________________________ 


                        _________________________________________________________


        2.    Yet what concern do you have about the disciples' attitudes?


                a.   Luke 9:53-54 ________________________________________________ 


                        _________________________________________________________


                b.   Luke 22:24  _________________________________________________


                        _________________________________________________________


        3.    What kind of attitude did Jesus expect of His diciples? ( Luke 22:26 )   ________


               _____________________________________________________________


        4.    What does Christ pray for His diciples as He comes to the end of His earthly ministry?


               ( John 17:17-19 )  ________________________________________________


               _____________________________________________________________


               What does He pray for? ( John 17:17-20 )______________________________


               _____________________________________________________________


        5.    Read Galatians 5:13-26.


                a.    What was the spiritual problem or struggle the galatian Christians faced? 


                        (Galations 5:17 )


                        _________________________________________________________


                        _________________________________________________________


                        _________________________________________________________


                b.    How does a Christian fulfill God's expectation? 


                         (1)   What sums up the law? ( Galatians 5:14 ) ______________________


                                 _____________________________________________________                        


                         (2)   What is the first of the fruit or harvest the Spirit produces? ( Galatians 5:22 )


                                 _____________________________________________________ 


                         (3)   What is your relation to the law then? ( Galatians 5:18 ) ___________ 


                                 _____________________________________________________


                c.    What should be done with the sinful nature ( or "flesh," KJV ), which is cotrary 


                       to the Spirit ( Galatians 5:17 ), according to 5:24 ______________________


                       __________________________________________________________


                d.    Draw a picture of what is happening in your hart and life now ( your spiritual 


                       struggle or victory ).


          








            


                e.    What would  it mean if the "sinful nature" or "flesh" was "crucified" in your life? 


                       __________________________________________________________


                       __________________________________________________________


        6.    What was Paul`s personal testimony? (Galatians 2:19-20 )__________________


                _____________________________________________________________


               Who had the control of his life?_____________________________________


                _____________________________________________________________


        7.    What is the secret of ongoing victory? (Galations 5:25 ) ___________________ 


                _____________________________________________________________


               How would that work in your life?  ___________________________________ 


                _____________________________________________________________


        8.    What was the spiritual level of the Thessalonians? (1Thessalonians 1:4-10 )____


                _____________________________________________________________


                _____________________________________________________________ 


               What was their problem? (1Thessalonians 3:10 and 4:3 )___________________


                _____________________________________________________________ 


               So what does Paul pray for them? (1Thessalonians 5:23-24 )________________


                _____________________________________________________________ 


                _____________________________________________________________ 


        9.    What does God expect of Christians? (Hebrews 12:14 )____________________ 


                _____________________________________________________________


       10.   What is behind committed acts of sin? 


                a.   Ephesians 2:2-3, especially verse 3________________________________


                       __________________________________________________________ 


                b.   What help in understanding this issue do you get from James 4:8_________ 


                       __________________________________________________________  


                       __________________________________________________________ 


                       __________________________________________________________ 


       11.   Read Romans 6-8.


                a.   What has Christ provided for us? (Romans 6:6 )  _____________________


                       __________________________________________________________


                       __________________________________________________________


                b.   What step of faith must the Christian take to experience Christ`s provision? 


                        (Romans 6:11 )


                        __________________________________________________________ 


                c.   Identify the "laws" Paul dealt with in Romans 7:22-23.


                         (1 )  ______________________________________________________ 


                         (2 )  ______________________________________________________ 


                         (3 )  ______________________________________________________ 


                         (4 )  ______________________________________________________ 


                d.   What was Paul`s answer to his problem and struggle? (Romans 8:2 )_______ 


                       __________________________________________________________ 


                       __________________________________________________________


                e.   What is the most powerful law in your present experience?______________ 


                       __________________________________________________________ 


                       __________________________________________________________                                          12.   Though the Spirit will set us free from the "law of sin and death" (Romans 8:2 ), 


               what does He do with our weakness? (Romans 8:26 ) _____________________ 


                _____________________________________________________________


       13.   What is the struggle of Ephesians 6:12-13 and how is it different from the battle of the


               Spirit and the selfish nature as in Galatians 5:17?  ________________________ 


                _____________________________________________________________ 


       14.   Earlier you had expressed concern about the disciples` attitudes in Luke 9:53-54 and


               Luke 22:24 in question 2. What is the spiritual condition of some of these same 


               disciples in Acts 4:31?  ____________________________________________ 


               What attitudes and character do they express now? (Acts 4:32-35 ) ___________ 


                 _____________________________________________________________


       15.   Sherwood Wirt served as editor of Decision magazine for the Billy Graham organization. 


               When the Canadian revival that began in saskatchewan in 1971 spilled over into 


               the United States it influenced Dr. Wirt. Though a Christian leader, Dr Wirt confesses


               to inner struggles- and then the divine solution.


                    "The Holy Spirit used a divine solvent, " said Evelyn, "to dissolve the bitterness 


               in my heart." 


                    I had to think about that.


                    It had worked after twenty years for them. What about us? Our marriage had                                                                                  thirty years of mileage. You might say we had made a rather good adjustment of it. 


               But start tampering with something that has been on the road that long , the whole 


               thing might fall apart. To overhaul a worn engine might be a good idea, but to overhaul 


               a marriage? That was something else.


                    Nevertheless those words spoken in my hearing left their mark on me. If only the 


               memories would disappear. Every day of my life some hoary memory would float 


               back from the graveyard of the past, bringing to mind an unpleasant event that had 


               occurred along the route.


                    In desperation I went over the cliches of the good life which I heard and past on 


               to others.


                    "Be a good forgiver." The trouble was I couldn't forget . I took considerible pleasure 


               in remembering how badly I had been abused .......


                    "Patch things up." I tried; the patches came off.


                    "Bury the hatchet.' I did; but knowing  the spot where it was buried, I would insist 


               on diging it up.


                    "Drop it into the sea of forgetfulness." Such words bear the stamp of pulpit 


               langauge. I never did locate a map with that sea on it.


                    "Accept the situation." I knew about the pastoral counseling approach; un-


               fortunately this physician could not heal himself. It seemed to me that I not only 


               accepted the situation, but soaked and wallowed in it and could never get away 


               from it.


                                                                                                                                                    ( over )








                                  


             ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


                                                                                Memory Verse


                     Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passion and 


                     desires. Since we live by the spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit ( Galatians 5:24-25,


                     NIV ).


               





                    And now it was proposed that I give it up; that all those hurt feelings would then 


               dissolve in a solution of love, and the hatchet would self-destruct.


                    It had been years since I applied the Gospel to my own, personal, inner life. I 


               turned to the Bible for help. In Paul`s Letter to the Ephesians I found the verse "Let 


               all bitterness, and wrath.... be removed from you" [see 4:31, Amp.].


                    Someone else would have to do that; it was beyond me.


                    In Isaiah 61 I read, "The spirit of the Lord God is upon me.... to give unto them 


               beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 


               heaviness" [KJV]


                    Was that then this solvent- the oil of joy given by the Holy Spirit? Joy was what I


               seemed to have in short supply. Oh, I had joy in the Lord. I loved to think about Christ


               But joy in other compartments of my life? No.


                    Instead, a spirit of heaviness. A drag.


                    It seemed to me I was standing alongside a giant conduit in the middle of the desert.


               Inside I could hear the water running as it was conveyed to some distant point; but it


               did nothing to slake my first, and I knew no way to reach it.  So I waited on the Lord 


               and he inclined his ear to me. He heard my complaint- not about others this time, 


               but about myself.


                    Of course words are easy to give out, and God knows that too. But when I informed 


               him that I was abdicating the throne of my life (my Christian life, that is ); when I 


               said that my ego had been deposed and driven  into exile; when I asked him to 


               crucify me, he accepted my statement and fulfilled my request.


                    In his own time and at his own pleasure he sent a divine solvent into this troubled 


               heart. It was like the warmth of the sun burning off the layers of fog. 


                    I don`t know just how the love came in, but I know that all the bitterness I held 


               against others- including those near to me- disappeared.


                    Resentment- hostility- hurt feelings- you name it.


                    They all dissolved. Evaporated.


                    Went.


         Sherwood E. Wirt, Afterglow-the Exitement of Being Filled with the Spirit (Grand Rapids:


         Zondervan Publishing House, 1976 ), 17-19.





       16.   What is your response to this testimony? ______________________________


               ______________________________________________________________


               ______________________________________________________________


               The Christian, born of the Spirit, discovers the problem. He discovers "the sinful 


       nature" is contrary to the Spirit. But the sinful nature can be crucified! He may discover 


       "the law of sin at work within" (Romans 7:23 ) But "the law of the Spirit of life" (8:2 ) can 


       set him free!Yes, the Christian`s privilege is to be filled with the Spirit. That will be more 


       fully explained in the next lesson.














                                                                 Memory Verse





               And they that are Christ`s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If


               we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:24-25, KJV ).





